[Absorption in the human small intestine relative to the intraluminal milieu].
The bulk of water and electrolyte absorption takes place in the human jejunum from isotonic solutions, and is determined largely by special transport mechanisms for different monosaccharides, amino acids and dipeptides. This is of considerable significance for regaining the large volumes of fluid delivered to the small intestine during the digestion of food. Small changes in intraluminal pH do not significantly influence the absorptive function of the jejunum and are rapidly compensated by the buffering capacity of the gut. The maintenance of an isotonic as well as neutral intraluminal milieu seems to be essential to the physiological processes of intestinal absorption.